
The story of Oklahoma State 
University began on Christmas Eve, 
1890, at the McKennon Opera
House in Oklahoma’s territorial 
capital of Guthrie when Territorial 
Governor George W. Steele
signedlegislation establishing 
an Oklahoma Agricultural and 
Mechanical College (OAMC) in 
Payne County. OAMC’s first students 
assembled for class on December 
14, 1891, even though there were 
no buildings, no books, and no 
curriculum. The college’s first 
students attended classes in the 
Stillwater Congregational Church. 
The original campus consisted of 200 
acres of prairie that were donated 
by four local homesteaders. The 
college’s first six graduates received 
their diplomas in 1896.

Contact:
Office of Undergraduate        
Admissions
219 Student Union 
Stillwater, OK 74078
Phone: 405-744-5358
800-233-5019 ext. 1
Fax: 405-744-7092
admissions@okstate.edu

Social Media:   
Facebook: Be An OSU Cowboy
Twitter: @BeAnOSUCowboy
Instagram: @BeAnOSUCowboy
Snapchat: BeAnOSUCowboy

Our History
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Student Opportunities

“My favorite part of OSU is how 
friendly all of the people are. 
Whether you are cheering on the 
Cowboys at a sporting event, 
joining an interesting club or just 
walking to class; you are bound to 
be greeted with a friendly smile. 
OSU has more than 450 student 
organizations, which makes it 
easy to get involved and meet new 
people. All of the opportunities and 
encouraging smiles have truly led 
to the feeling of being “at home” 
during my time at OSU.” 

“Oklahoma 
State University 
has the most 
interesting 
architecture 
and beautiful 
landscaping in 
Oklahoma. I love 
how the brick is 
consistent and 
gives a uniform 
look throughout 
campus, yet each 
building looks 
unique. I don’t 
think you could 
come to OSU 
without noticing 
the amazing 
landscaping 
as well. With 
multiple vibrant 
gardens and 
changing 
botany, OSU 
goes above and 
beyond to remain 
progressive yet 
charming.”

Our Campus
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